MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TWINNING COMMITTEES Of SOHAM and ANDRÉZIEUX-BOUTHÉON
15/10/2013 
Soham Twinning Association committee represented by:
Anne PALLETT (Chair)

Sara LANG (Secretary)
 
Andrézieux-Bouthéon Twinning Committee represented by:
Martine CRAWFORD (Chair)
Marie Christine PEREL (Secretary)
Invited guests:
Gentlemen: Jean-Louis BONITEAU (President of the association of war veterans)
Jean MONSCHEIN (head of the vocal ensemble of Andrézieux-Bouthéon)
 
 
EVENTS PLANNED in SOHAM IN 2014
 
      Travel discovery of twin cities Soham and Andrézieux-Bouthéon.
(from Thursday, May 29 to June 1, 2014)
- ANDRÉZIEUX-BOUTHÉON Twinning Association is organizing a ~ Second Travel Discovery of Soham and its surroundings based on the same model as the first one in 2010 which used family accommodation.  We are unsure of the dates, yet, but it could be from 28 May to 2 June 2014 depending on the  flight rates from Lyon-Stansted.
 
- SOHAM Twinning Association invites the Tango Association , chaired by Jean Monschein, to give 2 concerts at Soham and Burwell. The ticketing will allow them to partly fund their acccommodation.  Accompanied by their spouses, there will be 9 persons in all.  It was thought to accommodate the  musicians at an hotel. Anne suggested a motel at about £30-£40 room. Anne to book 3 double and 3 single rooms.  A financial contribution will be requested from  ABJ to partly cover the part the cost of air travel. Exact dates TBC.
  
       Commemoration of the 1St world war 1914 -18.
(Sunday, August 3, 2014)
The stay would be planned from Saturday, August 2 to Monday, August 4, 2014 (2 nights - maximum 10 people)
 - J-L Boniteau will research visits to Andrézieux Bouthéon during this historical period. (Andrézieux and Bouthéon merged in the 1970s) and to find out how many lived in these two cities then
- Contact will be made with Jean-Paul Bruel,  President of the Old friends from Bouthéon» and the Group history of CASA.
- Soham will try to find their descendants of the children and adults mentioned in the research.
- The same day, a procession of the Monument to the Dead is planned at the Church with different associations and school children.
-And possibly a set up of tableaux and/or stalls representing A-B and Soham from 1914 to 1918. People to wear period costume
 
 EVENTS PLANNED AT ANDRÉZIEUX-BOUTHÉON
 
        Soham Comrades Brass Band in Andrézieux-Bouthéon.
(from 24 to 26 October 2014)
-They would arrive on Friday, October 24 and would be accommodated in families providing hospitality.
-They would play at the Park Theatre on Saturday, October 25 in the evening and possibly on Sunday, October 26.
                        
Jean Monschein, conductor of the Ensemble Vocal of A-B would like to involve his choir. He will meet the Soham brass orchestra conductor during his stay at Soham in May 2014.
 
MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS
 
        Schools:
             -  Colleges : exchanges between our colleges continue to make progress
The French students were in Soham for the Pumpkin Fair and stayed a week. Students from Soham Village College will pay a visit to A-B in March 2014.
 
- Primary schools : Anne offered to revive exchanges between schools 
In 2006, a delegation of Directors from the  College and some primary schools in Soham, had visited A-B.  Contacts will be made with A-B schools and addresses those wishing to have exchanges e-mails or others with Soham will be transmitted to the Committee of twinning of Soham.
  
       Patchwork:
- The “Festival of Quilts” exhibition will be held in Birmingham from 7 to 10 August 2014 at the National Exhibition Center. (7 & 8 best days for the festival) 
 
- Festival of Quilts in London. (Anne must give us the date) 
The very active “patchwork club” of A-B is interested in these festivals.
  
Flower shows :
-Hampton Court flower show in September.

-Chelsea Flower show in May/June – events to be progressed with involvement from A-B 
        Trade: with sports clubs, football, rugby and walking clubs. 
